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At least 140 people were killed after a suspension bridge, a tourist attraction in Gujarat’s Morbi 

town, collapsed, sending hundreds of revellers into the Machchhu river below. At least 47 of the dead 

were children, making it one of India’s most horrendous tragedies. Inaugurated in 1879, the bridge was 

renovated and opened on October 26, four days before the tragedy. This raises several concerns. A 

company that seems to have had no apparent expertise or track record in the field was awarded the 

contract. There are questions about the fitness of the bridge; in any case, it was not intended to carry 

more than 150 people at a time, according to reports. Hundreds were on the bridge when it snapped as 

there was no crowd control. People were allowed to walk into a death trap. All these point to a major 

failure of governance at various levels. Gujarat is among the richer States of India, but it has often faced 

governance challenges — its poor management of the pandemic is a case in point. Human acts of 

omission and commission often cause tragedies, and significantly change the impact of natural disasters. 

The police have arrested nine people, including two officials of the company that is now under a cloud, 

and the government has announced compensation to the kin of the victims. A thorough inquiry and the 

fixing of accountability must follow quickly. The findings should be made public as soon as possible, and 

the guilty must face exemplary punishment. 

Coming out of the long restrictions on travel necessitated by the COVID-19 pandemic, people all 

over the world appear to be binging on travel and outings. A stampede in Seoul in South Korea killed 154 

people last week. In India also, record numbers of people are thronging tourism and pilgrimage spots. 

While tourism and travel are powerful engines of the economy, there must be more attention paid to 

ensure that they are safe and sustainable. Tourist and pilgrimage centres around the country should 

carry out safety and environmental audits to ensure that crowd management and safety protocols are in 

place to avoid tragedies such as this. Development of new centres where large numbers of people are 

expected should account for such contingencies. The rapid pace of road and infrastructure development 

in ecologically sensitive areas such as the Himalayas should be in accordance with topographic 

limitations. More must be done to regulate the flow of travellers according to the infrastructure capacity 

of particular destinations. Tourism promotion campaigns must include creating safety awareness among 

visitors and local officials. 

 

 tragedy (noun) – disaster, catastrophe, 

devastation, mishap, misfortune, affliction, 

blight. 

 suspension (noun) – exclusion, debarment, 

removal, elimination, rejection, expulsion, 

ejection. 

 reveller (noun) – someone who is engaging in 

lively and noisy festivities. 

 horrendous (adjective) – horrible, terrible, 

awful, shocking. 

 inaugurate (verb) – launch, establish, open 

officially. 

 renovate (verb) – refurbish, recondition, 

revamp, overhaul. 

 apparent (adjective) – obvious, evident, 

visible, noticeable. 

 expertise (noun) – skill, knowledge, 

proficiency, competence. 

 track record (noun) – history, background, 

(previous) performance, accomplishments, 

achievements. 

 fitness (noun) – good condition, strength, 

robustness, sturdiness. 

 in any case (phrase) – moreover; whatever 

happens. 

 at a time (phrase) – during one particular time. 

 snap (verb) – break, split, crack, fracture. 

 point to (phrasal verb) – indicate, suggest, 

signal, signify, denote, reveal. 

 governance (noun) – administration. 

 case in point (phrase) -example, model, 

pattern. 

 act of omission and commission (phrase) – act 

of omission and commission are, respectively, 

things someone failed to do, and things 

someone has done. 

 impact (noun) – effect; results. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

2 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (29
th

-NOVEMBER-2022) 

30  Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 under a cloud (phrase) – under suspicion; in 

trouble; disgraced, discredited, shamed. 

 compensation (noun) – payment, repayment, 

settlement (for loss/damage).  

 kin (noun) – relations, relatives, family, family 

members. 

 thorough (adjective) – rigorous, in-depth, 

detailed, meticulous, complete, 

comprehensive, elaborate, full, intensive, 

extensive. 

 accountability (noun) – responsibility, liability, 

answerability. 

 the guilty (noun) – the culpable, the person at 

fault, the person who is 

accountable/responsible for misconduct. 

 exemplary (adjective) – (of a punishment given 

to someone) serving as a warning; serving as a 

deterrent. 

 come out (phrasal verb) – get out, appear, 

emerge. 

 necessitate (verb) – require, demand, call for, 

be grounds for, warrant, entail, involve. 

 bing (verb) – go. 

 outing (noun) – trip, day out, excursion, 

expedition, day trip. 

 stampede (noun) – people’s movement rapidly 

in a mass after panic. 

 throng (verb) – crowd round, gather, assemble 

together. 

 pilgrimage (noun) – religious journey, holy 

expedition, excursion. 

 pay attention to (phrase) – pay heed to, take 

notice of, watch, heed. 

 sustainable (adjective) – defensible, justifiable, 

defendable, supportable, acceptable. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 

implement. 

 audit (noun) – assessment, evaluation, 

appraisal, inspection, examination, scrutiny. 

 protocol (noun) – procedure, convention; 

habit, pattern, method, system. 

 in place (phrase) – in position, established, 

ready, set up. 

 development (noun) – establishment, forming, 

inauguration. 

 account for (phrasal verb) – constitute, form, 

make up, comprise. 

 contingency plan (noun) – a proactive strategy 

that describes the course of actions or steps 

the management of an organization (or the 

leadership of a government) needs to take in 

response to a potential negative event or 

situation (such as an economic recession, 

pandemic, natural disaster, terrorist attack & 

etc.,) that might happen in the future. 

 ecologically (adverb) – environmentally. 

 sensitive (adjective) – delicate, easily 

damaged, fragile 

 Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) (noun) – Eco-

Sensitive Zones (ESZs) or Ecologically Fragile 

Areas (EFAs) are areas in India notified by the 

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 

Change (MoEFCC), Government of India 

around Protected Areas, National Parks and 

Wildlife Sanctuaries. The purpose of declaring 

ESZs is to create some kind of “shock 

absorbers” to the protected areas by 

regulating and managing the activities around 

such areas. 

 in accordance with (phrase) – in alignment 

with, in line with. 

 topographic (adjective) – relating to the 

physical forms and features of land surfaces. 

 regulate (verb) – supervise, oversee, monitor, 

check, inspect, administer. 

 campaign (noun) – an organized effort which 

seeks to influence the decision making 

progress within a specific group. 

************************************************************************************* 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent observations at a conclave of State Home Ministers 

contained a possibly unintended explanation for why academicians, students and lawyers are 

languishing in prison on terrorism charges. He called for the elimination of all forms of Naxalism, be it of 

the gun-wielding variety or the kind that uses the pen “to raise international support” and “to mislead 

the youth”. The remarks came alongside his emphasis on how the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 

had given an impetus to combating terrorism. In effect, he has conveyed a disconcerting message that 

the police would treat armed militants and intellectuals alike, if the Government suspects a concordance 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

3 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (29
th

-NOVEMBER-2022) 

30  Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

in their outlook. Considering that the UAPA has been frequently and even unfairly invoked in cases that 

appear to have no nexus with terrorism, Mr. Modi’s views raise a question whether his comments are a 

justification of sorts for the continued incarceration of many who do not seem to have indulged in any 

particular extremist act. Incitement to violence, especially mobilising support for armed insurgency, is 

indeed a grave offence, but unless there is a proven connection between the nature of the support 

given and an actual act of terror or a plot to commit one, it is difficult to treat the two things as one. 

Recent judicial orders declining bail to activist Umar Khalid in the Delhi riots case, and Jyoti 

Jagtap of the Kabir Kala Manch in the Elgar Parishad case are good examples of how the police straddle 

the huge gulf between the nature of their participation in a protest or an event and an actual act of 

violence by invoking UAPA, and thus eliminating the need to have concrete evidence to show their 

involvement in a communal or Maoist plot. While this may highlight the potential for misuse of UAPA 

and the impediments to liberty found both in the law and in its judicial interpretation, it also has a 

distinct side-effect: the manipulation of political discourse in such a way that those who question the 

actions, methods and processes of the state that cause mass resentment are criminalised. It is in such a 

backdrop that the use of political catchwords such as ‘Urban Naxals’, a term that even Mr. Modi has 

used recently, should be seen. Far from being linked to any terrorist or Maoist conspiracy, the term is 

merely used to tarnish those with an alternative point of view. The Government arming itself with more 

stringent laws is only part of the solution to the threat posed by violent extremism. Looking for remedies 

to the underlying causes is more important than conjuring up conspiracies in the name of dismantling its 

support structures. 

 

 conclave (noun) – meeting, conference. 

 stringent (adjective) – strict, severe, tough, 

stiff, rigorous. 

 extremism (noun) – radicalism, fanaticism, 

dogmatism. 

 observation (noun) – opinion, thought, 

impression.  

 unintended (adjective) – unplanned, 

unexpected, accidental. 

 academician (noun) – an educator who works 

at a college or university; faculty member, 

academic, intellectual, scholar, researcher. 

 languish (verb) – suffer, experience hardship; 

be abandoned, be neglected, be forgotten. 

 charge (noun) – accusation, allegation; case. 

 call for (phrasal verb) – require, need, 

necessitate, make necessary, demand, publicly 

ask for. 

 Naxalism (noun) – it is actually based on the 

principles of Maoism. It emphasised the 

advancement of people’s social and economic 

life by establishing a classless society through 

armed revolution. It was rooted in the anti-

imperialist struggle and supported armed 

revolution in order to achieve political 

transformation. 

 gun-wielding (adjective) – holding a gun in 

hands. 

 mislead (verb) – deceive, misguide, misdirect, 

misinform.   

 emphasis (noun) – importance, significance; 

priority, insistence. 

 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) 

(noun) – an Indian law aimed at effective 

prevention of unlawful activities associations 

in India. Its main objective was to make 

powers available for dealing with activities 

directed against the integrity and sovereignty 

of India. 

 impetus (noun) – motivation, encouragement, 

incitement, boost. 

 combat (verb) – oppose, resist, counter, stand 

up to. 

 in effect (phrase) – in fact, effectively, 

practically. 

 disconcerting (adjective) – discomfiting, 

unsettling, disturbing, troubling. 

 militant (noun) – fanatic, extremist, radical, 

sectarian/partisan. 

 intellectuals (noun) – intelligent people, 

academics, learned people. 

 alike (adjective) – similar, the same, identical. 
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 concordance (noun) – agreement. 

 outlook (noun) – viewpoint, perspective, 

approach. 

 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce, use, put 

into effect, turn to, resort to. 

 nexus (noun) – connection, link. 

 of sorts (phrase) – of a kind; not exactly the 

same as something. 

 incarceration (noun) – imprisonment, 

confinement, custody. 

 seem (verb) – appear, look, sound. 

 indulge in (verb) – become involved in (an 

undesirable activity). 

 incitement (noun) – provocation, persuasion, 

inducement. 

 mobilise (verb) – (of forces/people/resources) 

bring together for a specific cause. 

 armed (adjective) – using weapons. 

 insurgency (noun) – uprising, revolt, rebellion. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 grave (adjective) – dreadful, terrible, serious. 

 offence (noun) – crime, illegal/unlawful act,  

breach/violation of the law, wrongdoing, act of 

misconduct, misdeed. 

 nature (noun) – type, kind, sort. 

 plot (noun) – schemes, tricks, tactics, plans, 

intrigues. 

 bail (noun) – conditional, temporary release of 

an arrested/imprisoned person when a 

specified amount of security is deposited or 

pledged (as cash or property) to ensure his/her 

appearance in court when required. 

 activist (adjective) – relating to a person who 

supports a political change or cause; (or 

societal change/cause). 

 straddle (verb) – be on both sides of 

something; extend across, traverse. 

 gulf (noun) – division/divergence, separation, 

difference. 

 concrete (adjective) – real, actual, solid, 

substantial, well defined. 

 Maoist (noun as modifier) – a follower of 

Maoism (it originated in China as a form of 

communist theory derived from the teachings 

of Chinese political leader Mao Zedong). 

 highlight (verb) – emphasize, draw attention 

on, underline, underscore. 

 potential (noun) – potentiality, possibility, 

capability, capacity. 

 impediment (noun) – hindrance, obstruction, 

obstacle, barrier. 

 liberty (noun) – freedom, independence. 

 interpretation (noun) – understanding, 

explanation, elucidation, clarification, 

definition; examination, evaluation, analysis.   

 manipulation (noun) – an act of controlling or 

influencing someone/something cleverly. 

 discourse (noun) – discussion, communication, 

expression. 

 the state (noun) – the government. 

 resentment (noun) – bitterness, indignation, 

displeasure, dissatisfaction, discontentment, 

rancour, enmity. 

 criminalise (verb) – make something (an 

activity) illegal. 

 backdrop (noun) – situation, scenario, context. 

 catchword (noun) – slogan, motto, watchword, 

catchphrase. 

 far from (phrase) – not, not at all; nowhere 

near, a long way from. 

 conspiracy (noun) – (unlawful) plan/plot, 

intrigue, collaboration/deception, collusion. 

 merely (adverb) – only, just. 

 tarnish (verb) – spoil, ruin, damage, defame. 

 point of view (noun) – opinion, view, thought, 

belief, attitude.  

 arm oneself with (phrase) – to provide 

someone with whatever arm/weapon/thing is 

required to oppose someone or something. 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause 

(a problem or danger or risk). 

 remedy (noun) – solution, answer, 

antidote/panacea. 

 underlying (adjective) – fundamental, basic, 

primary. 

 conjure up (phrasal verb) – make something 

appear, generate, produce, generate 

(unexpectedly or by magic). 

 dismantle (verb) – demolish, destroy, knock 

down. 
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